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1. Diversity… What is The Third Space? Define this term, and explain how it could 
present in an early learning environment. (3 marks) 

A third space is a space is a space that is designed for everyone. It incorporates different 
cultures with programs that celebrate and educate diversity. It is also an environment that 
celebrates different cultures within the learning community. Early learning educators are to 
create an environment that encourages and accepts children’s differences such as language 
and culture. Making children feel as though their differences are important and accepted is 
one of the most important things to a child.  

  

- What evidence of a third space did you see during your observation? (3 marks) 

●  During my visit to the day care the environment did 
act as a third space. As I walked into the daycare 
there were many displays of art and crafts that the 
children have made. Inside one of there rooms there 
were many posters about activities they have done. 

● At this daycare I didn't overall notice anything that had 
symbolized a third space but in an early learning 
environment they would display more art based on 
diversity, different holidays would be celebrated and 
thought rather than just the basic holidays. For 
example they do an activity on honica..  

2. Rapport… Define this topic, and explain why it is important in an early learning 
environment. (3 marks) 

 Rapport is the detail and depth of a conversation with a sense of compassion, caring 
and concern for one another. This is the relationship established 
between children, Early Learning Professionals, and families. In the early 
learning environment it’s important for children to feel safe and 
comfortable. Early learning professionals are able to accomplish rapport 
by building support between the children and accepting them into the 
learning environment.  

- What evidence of rapport did you observe? (3 marks) 

● During my visit at the daycare I started off by observing the 
preschoolers outside. One of the early learning professionals was playing 
hide and go seek with a hand full of kinds. This is an example of raptor 
because the kids feel comfortable enough and a sense of belonging to 
approach the early learning professionals.  



● I have also seen in the daycare room that every child as their own book, Early learning 
professional write that book about how the children are progressing and doing everyday. 
This establishes a relationship with the children's families.  

  

3.  Professional Practice… What does this term mean? Explain how this term could 
apply to an early learning professional. (3 marks) 

 Professional Practice is the experience of the day to day work with children as well as 
their families. As an Early Learning Professional we are to use the code of ethics and standard 
practice as a guide to continuous learning. In professional practice early learning professionals 
are also to be able to make decisions on the spot and quickly that best support the child as early 
learning professionals  

  

- What examples did you observe from your visit of the early 
learning professionals demonstrating professional practice? (3 
marks) 

● During my visit I saw early learning professional exhibiting the 
daily routines of helping students with their winter close as they 
come in from outside. 

● One child was getting upset about not having a certain toy because another student was 
playing with it. The early learning professional advised that the student ask nicely to use 
it or for the student to move to another playing area until the other child was done. This 
is a good example because it shows how early learning professionals can think quickly 
and support the child.  

  

4.  Environment… Discuss the idea that the environment is the third teacher. What does 
this mean? (3 marks) 

 A third teacher environment is where children are able to explore their curiosity, learn 
and develop through play. The environment has activities scattered throughout the room that 
are engaging to children.  Asking parents what the children are interested in is a great way to 
make the activities personal to the child’s likes and dislikes. Through the third teacher 
environment children are able to experience and strengthen their communication and social 
skills with their peers. They are also able to learn to problem solve through their play based 
learning. 

 



- How did the environment that you observed represent a third teacher? (3 marks) 

● The environment at this daycare was fun and 
inviting for children. This environment was 
playbased. In the outdoor area they and a 
sandbox with different materials such as sticks 
and pine cones, this works as children learn 
about their environment around them through 
play. 

● Loose parts were displayed through play as 
there was one section that had banana boxes 
and blankets. Children used the blankets and 
drape them over the boxes and pretend like they 
are building a house. 

● There was also a section with a kitchen where children collaborate on setting the table 
and making the fake food. 

  

5. Programming… Discuss the difference between emergent programming and thematic 
based programming. (3marks)  

Emergent programing is designed by the learners based on their interest and abilities. 
it’s a curriculum that is created by the teacher as well as the students called “ 
co-constructing” (Dietze, B. & Kashin, D 2016 page 18). Thematic based programing is a 
curriculum that is created by the teacher based off of themes. The teacher is in control of 
what happens on the day to day and they set specific goals for the children. Thematic 
programing is based off more of an academic aspect rather than emergent that focuses on 
the children’s interests. 

  

 - On your observational visit, what type of programming did you observe? What kinds of 
experiences did you observe the children engaging in? (3 marks) 

●  There were plenty of activities during play that 
suited children interest for example a centre 
where children could build things with blocks 
and use their creativity to make what they 
want  

● There was a center where children could paint 
this paint was water based  

● In the outdoor area there was a spot with 
planters and and logs, children could explore 



their curiosity of how plants grow and the natural world around them.  

  

6. Materials…  Define curiosity and explain how the materials in the learning 
environment and curiosity are related. (3 marks) 

Curiosity is the natural response of children where they ask questions and wonder as 
well as explore and discover things in their environment. Materials within the 
environment are linked to curiosity because children want to learn, they will as questions 
about how things work and use their trial and error to discover their functions. For 
example loose part, they are materials that are in a learning environment and children 
use their curiosity to discover new things to make and play with them every day. 

  

- What types of materials did you observe during your visit? List at least three. How were 
those materials being used? In your opinion, did they spark curiosity in the child 
engaging with them? (3 marks) 

●  Something as simple as banana boxes ( from no frills) spark so much interest in the 
children. As I observed they continued to move and rearrange the boxes, from flipping 
them on their side to standing them up tall. The children from playing house to creating a 
mall to using the boxes as a cradle for a baby.  

● There was a wooden wheel type of thing 
that the children were using as a table 
for their kitchen center. They put a 
blanket over the flat side and used that 
as a tablecloth. 

● In the outdoor play area there were 
shovels and buckets in a sandbox. At 
the time of my visit children were 
experiencing with both sand and snow. 
They were making mud, snow balls and 
much more.  

  

7. Now, how does what you observe relate to How Does Learning Happen? 

a) Discuss what How Does Learning Happen is. (2 marks) 

b) Use the chart below to outline the four foundations identified in How Does 
Learning Happen? Please record each and then define. Then, under each 
heading provide at least 2 examples from what you observed to demonstrate 



your understanding of each foundation. Remember, your examples must be 
detailed enough for your reader to visualize what you saw. (12 marks) 

A)   How does learning happen is a document that is used to help early learning professionals 
understand children’s needs in the learning environment. Its use as a kind of guide that 
helps us understand children’s development and how to go forward in their growth and 
development.  

 

 

 

 

B) 

  
Foundations 

 
Definition 

  
Example 1 

 
Example 2 

 Belonging Creating 
relationships and a 
sense of belonging 
between children, 
families and early 
learning 
professionals. The 
establishment of 
trust and 
confidence. A 
feeling of 
acceptance in an 
environment. 
Making children feel 
that they are an 
important member 
of the community 
and that their voice 
is heard. ( How 
does learning 

 Children have their 
own cubbies with 
their name and 
picture above. This 
gives children a 
sense of belonging 
and acceptance 
because they are 
apart of that learning 
community.  

 Every child was 
more than 
comfortable to 
come up to the 
early learning 
professionals and 
tell them stories 
and ask questions, 
some students 
even asked if the 
early learning 
professionals 
would play. This 
was because the 
early learning 
professional show 
caring and 
compassion 
towards the 
children and that 
makes them  feel 



happen,2014 page 
24- 28) 

as though the 
belong.  

 
Well-being 

Providing an 
environment that 
promotes healthy 
nutritious meals and 
snacks. Promotes 
physical well-being 
of activities and 
fitness (play). (How 
does learning 
happen, 2014, page 
29-34)  

 There was a section 
on the wall with little 
baskets. Each basket 
had a picture of a 
child on the front. 
Inside the baskets 
were anything that 
the child needed 
medically. For 
example some 
baskets had creams, 
epipens and so on.  

 Within the 
program at this 
daycare they have 
a specific time and 
amount of time 
that the children 
get to play 
outside. This 
creates well being 
through physical 
activity and play 

  
Engagement 

Creating an 
environment in 
which a child gets 
involved in play. 
Encourages their 
curiosity when they 
actively participate 
in activities and 
people around 
them. (How does 
learning happen, 
2014, page, 35-40) 

 When the early 
learning professional 
played hide and seek 
outside it got the 
children involved in 
moving around and 
playing. Also an 
example of curiosity 
about their 
environment as they 
look for a spot to hide  

 In the outdoor 
area this daycare 
provided a small 
little bride. The 
children would 
climb on the 
railings with 
supervision and 
explore through 
play.  

 
Expression 

Making the children 
feel as though their 
voice is important in 
the learning 
environment and 
community and are 
heard by all. (How 
does learning 
happen, 2014 page 
41-45)  

 The children often 
walked up to the 
early learning 
professional telling 
them a story that 
happened. The early 
learning professional 
listened with a sense 
of compassion. This 
made the child feel 
that what they were 

 During play a 
child told the early 
learning 
professional that a 
certain toy was not 
available. The 
early learning 
professional 
listened to what 
the child  had to 
say and then 



saying was 
important.  

continued to get 
the toy for that 
child. This made 
the child feel that 
the early learning 
professional was 
listening.   

 On a side note, I just wanted to point out that this daycare had the “ well-being, belonging, 
engagement, expression written on wood block and placed on the window sill of the daycare 
room.  

Bonus Mark: List an example of a teacher script that you saw the site adhering to? 

“Children follow the rules, rountines, and a time schedule” (Dietze, B. & Kashin, D 2016 page 
168) in the outdoor play there were two early learning professionals. Each ECE was assigned a 
group of children. When it was time for them to go inside each child knew exactly which ECE 
they were to go with. They knew as soon as they go inside the door they were to take off their 
boots and follow the ECE down the stairs to their learning room. Once the children go in this 
room they are in the routine of  getting their indoor shoes on and sitting at one of the tables to 
wait for further instructions from the early learning professionals.  
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